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Mora Assignment and Vowel Shorteningv

Hyang-Sook Sohn
(Kyungpook National University)

Sohn, Hyang-Sook. 1997. Mora Assignment and Vowel Shortening.
Studie;: in Phonetics, Phonology and Morphology 5, 119-139, The purpose
of this paper is to provide a moraic analysis of vowel shortening in the
Kyungsang dialect, with crucial reference to the syllable weight.  This
paper argues for a moraic representation in which sonorants are assigned
the moira in the coda position whereas obstruents are not. Vowel
shortening, then, is equivalent to the loss of a corresponding mora when the
mora-kearing unit is resyllabified. ‘This explains why vowel] shortening is
restrictzd to the stems ending with sonorant, The shortening contrast in
the stens ending with consonant clusters is also examined on the basis of
two factors: prosodic licensing of the stem-final segment and its moraic
nature. The contrast in coronal wvs noncoronal obstruents suggests that
sonority hierarchy be further refined to reflect their different moraicity,

1. Introduction

The present study is concerned with vowel length alternation in the
Kyungsang dialect of Korean. In this dialect vowel length is
phonemically contrastive both in nouns and in verbs, as shown in (1).

(1) a. kaini ‘branch’ kaci 'eggplant’
hwa ‘anger’ hwa "Tuesday’
nun ‘snow’ nun 'aye!
ma:l "speech’ mal "horse’

b. mail-ta to desist’ mal~ta ‘to roll up’
tasl-ta to be heated’ tal-ta "to weigh'
mut-ta "to ask’ mut-ta 'to bury’
cok-ta ‘to be little' cok-ta 'to jot down’
ka:l-ta ‘to plow’ kal-ta 'to change’

'This paper was supported by the 1996 Research Grant of the Kyungpook
National University. An earlier version of this paper was presented at the 10th
International Conference on Korean Linguistics, held in Brishane, Australia, July
1996, 1 berefited from discussion with the audience,
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