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Lee, Sechang. 2009. A study of the Old English /h/-deletion: comparison
between a prosodic template approach and an optimality-theoretic one.
Studies in Phonetics, Phonology, and Morphology 15.3. 485-497. The main
purpose of this paper is to present an account of how the deletion of Old English
/h/ is adequately explained given the assumption that the phenomenon is a result of
constraint interactions. I make a critical review of Kim(2005) where prosodic
template is adopted for the purpose of delimiting a scope, out of which the /h/ is
deleted. This provides an elegant analysis of the /h/-deletion, though not an
entirely unproblematic one. Clearly, the best aspect of his analysis is that it makes
use of independently motivated prosodic template which is the driving force
behind this seemingly complex /h/-deletion. On the other hand, this analysis also
raises certain conceptual problems. I propose an alternative treatment of the /h/-
deletion which overcomes those problems while preserving the advantages of
adopting prosodic template in the analysis of the phenomenon. I claim that the
template is no longer needed in the framework of Optimality Theory in the sense
of McCarthy and Prince(1993, 1995) and all the patterns of /h/-deletion can be
nicely explained by the interactions of a small number of independently motivated
universal constraints. (Sookmyung Women’s University)

Keywords: prosodic template, Old English /h/-deletion, compound, alignment,
phonotactics, resyllabification, semantic reduction

1. A&

714 BHEAEs Xﬂ%‘ﬂ Fodl 71ofskqlth. 1 o] % Lass and
Anderson(19 5)7} Keyser(1975), Kiparsky and O’Neil(1976), Peinovich
(1979) ] ‘I_‘ILX]Z/\]—/] 1:]-}\%7(4 %Oo]ibﬂ—/ﬂ/] = Lﬂoﬂ/\ﬂ H}Hg
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oFs}S 1jr Moon(2001)7} Yang(2002)> Z| 44 ©] & (Optimality Theory,
Prince and Smolensky 1993; McCarthy and Prince 1993, 1995, ©]% OT
2 A3HY 7= WelA w-gEhs A48t #H2 Kim(2005)+
olggt HyPATE FAHS AAHsta  h-gEe A6
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2. /h/9] 2EggA

(1) /h/-2-2F (Wright and Wright(1925: 171-172); Kim(2005: 430)°1 4 =l

a. 25 3= fFa(liquid) =5 W] S(nasal) Alo] ol A
gorod < “*eohrad ‘troop’
pweal ‘washing, bath’ (Goth. pwahl)
h&anes ‘height’ beside h&ah ‘high’
néawest ‘nearness’ beside néah ‘near’
wone beside nom. woh ‘perverse, bad, masc.acc.sing.’
b. a3t FAe= g AbolollA
€oles ‘elk, sing.gen.” beside eolh ‘elk’
feores ‘life.sing.gen.” beside feorh ‘life’
holes ‘hole, sing.gen.” beside holh ‘hole’
weales ‘foreigner, sing.gen.” beside wealh ‘foreigner’
feolan ‘penetrate, hide’ (Goth. filhan)
c. E5 AbolellA
flean ‘to flay’ < *fleahan
séon ‘to strain (OHG sthan) < *sehan
sléan ‘to slay’ (Goth. slahan)
fleon ‘to flee’ (OHG fliohan)
tear ‘tear (OHG sleha)
d. &8 A Abololl A
furlang ‘furlong” < furh ‘furrow’ + lang ‘long’
weelréow ~ walhréow ‘fierce, cruel’
earmréad > *earmhrad ‘armlet’

o gEEA NE e4H AT 842 A4ME 4vnE B
94, He, wEAL ol el Ahe Aee & 4 .
A7 e Aolol A w7t "eshe doE SREA #4% 4
A 54 A% F

] |
ool el Getel AL BFe AMnES .

2) h/-2ge] A A (Wright and Wright(1925: 169-170); Campbell(1959:
187); Kim(2005: 432)°l| A 2] ¢1-&3})
a. ©](word-initial position) il A]
hiis ‘house’, habben ‘to have’, hamor ‘hammer’, héafod ‘head’,
heard ‘hard’, heorte ‘heart’, hieran ‘to hear’
b. ©] Z(word-final position)l| 4]
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h&ah ‘high’, n€ah ‘neah’, seah ‘he saw’, purh ‘through’, feoh
‘cattle, property’, rth ‘rough’, scoh ‘shoe, eolh ‘elk’

¢ FAAE LA
brohte ‘he brought’, dohtor ‘daughter’, eahta ‘eight’, cniht ‘boy’,
feohtan ‘to fight’, hleahtor ‘laughter’, 1€oht ‘a light’

d. # <3}(gemination)l] A]
crohha ‘crock’, heneahhe ‘sufficiently’, pohha ‘pocket’, tiohhian
‘to think, consider’

e. ©J<EZ(root-initial) FA] B2 SH A
behindan ‘behind’, behealdan ‘hold’, gehelpan ‘help’, toheald
‘leaning’, tohr€osan ‘fall’, tohweorfan ‘separate’

/o] Eeto] WAEA] = 5 Jhe] B o] ()0 AAEH ] Sl
o] Aol o8 FAES TSt ¥EHS FEH E 5 2

= olA7h a4 A weld e gir
H2ol, theol (el AAE whsh gol Fole] Aol

(Dol Aok FLdg ol A m/7h 2esbA] =t

h&ah-ealdor ‘a chielf ruler” ngah-galand ‘a neighboring island’
h&ah-engel ‘an archangel’

b. a3t FH e g AbolollA
purh-etan ‘to eat through’  purh-irnan ‘to run through’
dur-here ‘folding door’

c. 253 $3E FF2(liquid) =5 H]S(nasal) ARolol A
héah-rodor ‘the loft sky’ n€ah-munt ‘a neighboring mountain’
n€ah-west ‘a piece of water that is near’

d. A Afolol A
purh-1€oran ‘to pass through’  purh-reesan ‘to run through’
furh-wudu ‘a fir-tree’

A% ()3 GyelA =evks el v $eed PES o
WA AE Aolw of7]o] (2)9 G owg AfolA fEE
AJA] e #Agt AY7AE F3s

egs:)

sl= o) eFHEY, agla Ao EaoA AHE A ste X
FEEy & & Ak
3. 4

oo AL UM AvE hegPe] fHES 4¥d b AT
o #Aolgta ¥ & = KimQ005)] F83 FFEE FEa
WA @) @ FowM Kime] BAMAe] XU Ry
ol Fi& wWdEs AWEA HAy il olF 7|2E g
Al Aol 0T o4 & oA o9 A+4d4 & e
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3.1 AT Kim(2005)9] /h/-2e 24

Kime] Mol 2= /by Trejdl S48 b #4o|
TEEEY] dS AAske] ARESIithe Holt &, adio]
o= 2709 Eek(mora)E ZEE thadt 22 Fao] ol ity
ool JARZE 2 o] G Aol EAsE Aow 3t
Z =Ll
TO}ME]'
4) gl e] &3 (Kim 2005: 425)
a. F b. F
| N\
I o o
/\ .
TR (TR
feoh ‘cattle’ guma ‘man’

gehelpan ‘to help’

help > [help] (Template Construction) > ge+[help]+an (Affixation)
b. /W7t & de] oo £ A1 (el + HAb

fleahan > fl€an ‘to flay’

fleah > [fleah] (TC) > [fleah]+an (A) >

[flea]han (resyllabification) > [flea]an (/h/-deletion) >

[flea]an (lengthening) > flean (later changes)
c./h/7F & e oo £33 A2 (fHdo))

Sfurh-wudu ‘a fir-tree’

furh wudu
TC [furh] [wudu]
Comp [furh]+[wudu]
Resyllabification [fur][hwudu]

(5a)= ©1%F /help/oll AFAF /ge/oF HUIAE Jan/o] AgHSE Aol
th o3t [helplE E&FAoR HAASA [h7F o] U] &
SHAl H=d o] A5l [h7F g=etA =T bl =&
ol x84 [fleah]ol]l HWAF /an/o] AFSIATE A Este] 2
H2 o] wpAEk 2L h7F FHEE -9 Fgo] HER
EHFAA [h7F &) R &5hA Hlr)h o] H9-9 [h]
= g2 "ok A5 (Sa)9t (5h)e] dRE Tt & § e
A& [h)7F SE&Fde] iel Fale=A o ofF7t gdegto i s 4
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/Mh/-grgte] o] (Kim 2005: 437)
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6) Aol A tep

1fig < *1fig < *if-hieg ‘ivy’
a. before semantic reduction

if > [if] (TC)

[if]+[hieg] (Comp and no /h/-deletion)

>
ifthieg > [if]hieg (TC) > [if]teg (/h/-deletion) >

[T]fieg (resyllabification and lengthening) >

hieg > [hieg] (TC)
b. after semantic reduction
[T]fig (later changes)
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‘grand sumo tournament’
‘mounain temple’
‘water pistol’

=

AR -

[E+H]/
| 3=

‘paper folding’
7} skobitk

— ori+gami
—  00+Zumoo
— yama+tdera
mizu tepoo  — mizu+depoo

P/RE+E >

% ori kami
00 SUMoo
yama tera
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(7) MAXONS

Maximize sonority-rising onset (cluster).
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(8) ONs(place)

Assign one violation mark for every syllable whose onset does not

dominate a place feature.
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(9) MAX-IO(segment)

Assign one violation mark for every segment whose input segment does

not have the output correspondent.

T W WK




492 o] A F

(10) ROOT-INITIAL FAITHFULNESS
Assign one violation mark for every root-initial output segment that is not
faithful to the input correspondent.

Bow, 3ol 2 N oY "o F2 o F Ei A (root
morpheme)7} A ¥ 8te] A E=v] o] wjo] ool Hg- FA=
vl 2 AASH dAsk= Aol FxAolga & F S o]
A& EZ3 McCarthy and Prince(1993)9] (11)¥H AlfS 8351
wae] EA el Abgskaat g

(11) 3 E A ¢F (McCarthy and Prince 1993: 36)
a. ALIGN-LEFT
[l’OO[ = G[
(Every initial root-edge matches to an initial syllable edge.)
b. ALIGN-RIGHT

]root = ]0
(Every final root-edge matches to a final syllable edge.)

Tate YA A BAEA e o i
Qt}. oAl oleldk HHA G| Fuatgo] ofste] mthgol /-
gefo] tefe s AEE E 7 ASA HES B2 ek}

1 shuel Al e
/-gEte] of B3 o' AAs)] FeA dotHER
24 W gEEA] 9= A9l (1) 37}

(12) /get[help],ooctan/ — [gehelpan] ‘to help’

/ge+[help]iootan/ RIF | MAXONS ONS(p) | MAX(seg) | ALIGN®
a. ge[|hellplront an = v v
b. ge[hlel]p]iot an *1 WA
c. gef[lel|plroot an *! v

6 Bye] HrlHoAE 7] Aoko = lste] A A ALGN-LEFTSF ALIGN-
RiGHTE 319 Ak ALne 2 FojA Fastuzl vl xS 25 ¢nkeld
T e ¥EAds wa ojn surks fuked g sie] HHES W Rog
E7]set
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A @AM ol [helplell A FAF /gerok H AL /amo1 Agtsta
ATE (1200l A= of =z fA|sloF & /7t =H A Eehst
O Z MAX-IO(segment) & 9| RFHSH Ui J*LH Zﬂ ¢FQl RooOTS-
INITIAL FAITHFULNESS 7FA] % 9| 6k3}A) 5101 7F iji 737‘3 of] &
Aot 123 (120 ool [pPl FAsks fAo] Fao
S AH3lE 22 ALIGN-RIGHT & JuFELA] Ho] 3 7o WAL
ATE (122)9F (12b)= PEH P FoIxl oz m7t &4
ME =2 FAF 3 Qo2 E  ROOTS-INITIAL FAITHFULNESS
17]a 9t} JEM (12b)= =9% 9 7l Fds= =
st 4 FAdsloF el —‘%?L Skl “630}“
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(13) /[fleah] o +an/ — [fl€an] ‘to flay’

/[fleah];ootan/ RIF | MAXONS | ONS(pl) MAX(seg) ALIGN
a. [fleah|];oo an *|
b. [flealh];oot an *1 &
c. [flea]]ioo an = *

ozl

il 5

Fol 4T (1Baye olow AL hE FPahe
mom “orgry] wjE
} (7} 2o HYHA7] wfZo] MAXONs O =25
] WA A T 5HA HE} °

HYA 7 224 MAXONS & ==
A2 S 7H#A ok g Ons(pl
ol Al sfisAl Hr} (130)= o]:_asg
Ao ZH 9ol g Al ] Aok

FollE 9 e Eete]l AAHEA (14)°0A
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(14) [furh] oo H[Wudu],er — [furhwudu] ‘a fir-tree’

/[furh],+Hwudu],/ RIF MAXONS ONS(pl) MAX(seg) ALIGN
a. [furh][[wudu]y, *|

b. [fur]«[|wudu], *1 i

c. [fulr][wudu]: *1 WA
d. [furlh]{wudu],~ i
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