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Han, Hye-Seung, and Joo-Kyeong Lee. 2009. Prosodic features in the English
phrases including particles, adverbial prepositions and prepositions. Studies in
Phonetics, Phonology and Morphology 15.3. 499-514. This study attempts to
investigate prosodic features in the English phrases including particles, (e.g., the
second element in a verb phrase such as give up the exam), adverbial prepositions
(e.g., the second element of jump off the wall) and prepositions (e.g., the second
element of study in the room). A phonetic experiment was conducted to see if there
are any differences and /or prosodic structures among those three phrases. The
stimuli were varied with two different objects, noun and pronoun and two kinds of
rate, slow and fast, and pitch accent distribution and phrasing were measured
within the phrases. Results showed that pitch accents were very frequently realized
on both the particles and the adverbial prepositions, but that prepositions were
rarely implemented a pitch accent. When the objects were a pronoun, a pitch
accent consistently moved to particles, adverbial prepositions, and prepositions.
Moreover, there are more phrase involved in the boundaries of the particle + the
following noun phrase and the preceding verb + preposition, and few boundaries
involved in the boundaries in the preceding verb + adverbial preposition and the
adverbial preposition + the following noun phrase. It was interpreted as stating that
such patterns reflect the differences in semantic weight among the three elements
and the degree of semantic cohesion with the preceding verbs and the following
noun phrases, and that adverbial phrases show distinct prosodic features from both
particles and prepositions. This suggests that adverbial prepositions should
constitute their own category semantically and/or prosodically. (University of
Seoul)
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(1) a. The button was sewed ON (particle).
b. The dress was SEWED on (preposition).
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(2) a. She swept off the stage (that is, cleaned it).
b. She swept off the stage (that is, did her sweeping elsewhere).
c. She swept off the stage (that is, departed majestically).
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(3)a. She swept off it majestically.
b. * She swept it off majestically.
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b. (There is a comfortable armchair which belongs to my
}

b. (New comers are transferred to our school in May every year.
grandmother in the living room.) Robert sat in it.

The students count them in.
b. (Jane saw the two story bus for the first time.) Jane got on it.

a. Robert sat in the comfortable armchair.

a. Jane got on the two story bus.
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a. (... + Verb) (ADV. PREPOSITION) (NOUN)
b. (VERB) (Adv. Preposition) (NOUN)
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