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Park, Sunwoo. 2011. A perceptual analysis of Korean place assimilation.
Studies in Phonetics, Phonology and Morphology 17.1. 3-23. This paper aims
to investigate the detailed aspects of Korean place assimilation. For this
research, a perception test of Korean place assimilation was conducted. Based
on the results of the perception test, I postulated the P-map hyphothesis
(Steriade 2001) about nasal sounds /m/, /n/, /y/ and analyzed the place
assimilation in Korean consonant clusters within the OT framework. Nine
pairs of nonce word and spelling were chosen as stimuli and 10 Seoul Korean
speakers participated in the perception test. The results show coronal sound
/n/ is disposed to undergo velarization and labialization, but labial sound /m/
is not disposed to undergo velarization. According to the test, tensed stop
triggers (/ank’a/ [apk’a]) are preferred to aspirated stop and plain stop triggers
(/ank"a/ [ankMa], /anka/ [anga]). This preference is likely to reflect the
features of tensed stops, which have a long and strong place gesture.
(Hanshin University)

Key words: place assimilation, P-map, velarization, labialization, gestural
overlap
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