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Cho, Sung-moon. 2002. An optimality-theoretic account of two sound values in
Korean vowel /i/. Studies in Phonetics, Phonology and Morphology 8.2. 273-287.
The purpose of this paper is to present a constraint-based account of two sound
values in vowel /i/. When the aspects of change are analyzed in relation to vowel /i/
of /k/-deletion, onset restriction, and palatalization in Middle Korean, we can observe
two different appearances of a single /i/. One change occurs to an adjacent vowel /i/
in an consonant, the other doesn't change it at all. But it has not clarified explicitly
the reason why it causes such the difference. Because preceding researchers have a
fixed idea as front vowel in Contemporary Korean as good as Middle Korean about
vowel /i/, they may either use an ambiguous name as a special vowel /i/ or define
it as a semi vowel /y/. In this paper, as most of Altaic Family to which Korean seems
to belong have 8 vowel systems, I intend to investigate the palatal contrast between
front vowel and back vowel. Likewise, I think that Korean language undertook such
similar changes as Altaic Family, too. Therefore, this paper gives a unified
explanation for double the characteristics and changes of vowel /i/ in Middle Korean
within the theoretical framework of the Optimality Theory. (Hanyang University)

Keywords: Korean vowel /i/, Middle Korean, k-deletion, onset restriction,
palatalization, Altaic Family
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